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The story is woven round four principal characters, namely: Jayanta, son of Mr.
Justice Sen and a barrister-at-law himself, Basanti: daughter of Habla Sarkar, a tenant of the
tenament belonging to Prakashs’ father. Shakuntala, the accomplished daughter of her rich
father, Mr. Jagadish Roy and Prakash, a boyhood pal of Jayanta, an advocate

Jayanta and Shakuntala had the consent of their respective parents to marry. While
both the familes were eagerly looking forward to the day of celebration, they were shocked and
bewildered to hear the news that Shakuntala had eloped with an Italian youngman and disappered
without leaving any clue. Deeply shocked at the news, Jayanta breaks down.

Soon after, while driving alone on one monsoon evening, Jayanta accidentally meets
Basanti on the roadside, waiting for the rains to subside. Jayanta sportingly offers the girl a lift
which she accepts. Jayanta was no stranger to Basanti, having known her since she was a kid.
Jayanta takes pity on the girl to whom the idea of a joy-drive was like a chenshqed _dream. So, he
takes her out for a long spin, On their return rether late in the night, Basanti's father refuses to
take her back. As it was still raining heavily and Jayanta, having failed to find for hera temporary
shelter, he brings her to her bachelor-flat in the city In the lonely flat, unaware of the
eonsequences, they fell for each other.

At the day-break Jayanta sends for Prakash and requests him to take Basanti out and to
have her admitted in a woman’s hostel. Prakash is further stunned to hear that Jayanta has decided
to marry the girl. Jayanta further told him that since her father refused to take her back, the
fault was his. He must take the moral responsibility to provide for the girl’s future with a pledge
of miarriage.

Then it transpires, that it was not Jayanta’s fiancee Shakunlala who was reported to have
eloped but her namesake, a Punjabi girl.

Jayanti tries his best to avoid the company of Shakuntala. He also. avoids Basanti.
Prakash alone maintains the link. At a cooler moment and with an easier frame of mind, Jayanta
calls on Basanti, but finds her cold and indifferent. Because, the poor girl realises that there was no
love between them. It was an act of grace on Jayanta’s part prompted by a sense of duty.
Prakash too, realising the true position, takes up the issue with Jayanta. He assures Jayanta that
freed Basaati will be accepted by him as his bride, They loved each other. Jayanta feels relieved
and free. With the problem solved, Jayanta goes to Shakuntala. Their marriage is finally fixed.

Just before the wedding of Prakash and Basanti, it transpired on medical examination
that Basanti was carrying.

Prakash runs to Basanti, ready for the nuptial ; but finds her missing from the hostel.

Basanti gives birth to a baby, on reaching her mother’s place, Due
to an unforseen accident the baby dies. In the dark night Basanti goes out
with the dead child and throws away the body. The Police arrests Basanti on
the complaint lodged by a neighbour. ; ;

; . Her trial takes place at the High Court Session where Jayanta now
a judge is assigned to try the case. ! ‘
B_aianlj hears the verdict. She is guilty of homicide. She refuscs to
say a word in self defense.

Jayanta runs to Shakuntala who h is £
! S a as by then discovered the truth.
She insults Jayanta and turns him out,

Prakash fails to control himself when he fi i
; e finds Jayanta a
Excitedly he slaps Jayanta’s face. SRRl

What then ?
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